HAZRAT-I-A<LA SAILS FOR NEGAPATAM
are at present moving about on the sea. Hence in this
journey the coast of safety does not appear-in view. But
I do not grudge to give up my life for the sake of your
affairs, and out of consideration for your friendship, I entrust
my life to fate."
After this conversation, two thousand horse under the
command of Muhammad Abrar Khan, and Ghazanfar All
Khan, and a body of infantry along with its sardars and other
servants high and low, were left in charge of George Becket
for the defence of the fort; then Hazrat-i-Ala said: "Those
who arc useful may be kept in service, the rest be allowed to
go at liberty wherever they chase, and none but soldiers be
permitted to remain inside the fort." After issuing these
instructions, he fixed a time for his own departure*.
George Becket felt highly thankful and grateful to the
Nawwab for the acceptance of his suggestion. Considering that
French ships were coming from Phulcheri and other places to
Chennapattan, Becket thought that sailing in an English
ship would cause the kindling of the fire of mischief. As
an expedient he hired a Walendez (Dutch) trade ship, emptied
quickly its goods into the sea, without the knowledge of any
one, and requested Hazrat-i-Ala to board it. Leaving his
companions, the whole army, retinue, and things, as narrated
above, Hazrat-i-Ala started alone with, a limited number of
servants, wives, sons and daughter,—namely, 'Umdatu'I-Umara
Bahadur, Amlru'l-Umara Bahadur, Sayfu'1-Mulk Bahadur,
Husamu'1-Mulk Bahadur, Sultanu'n-Nisa Begam known as
Budhi Begam—got into a boat placing his reliance on Allah and
reached the ship.
(1) Governor Pigot resolved to send the Nawwab by sea to Negapatam,
with a view to protect his person and also to get rid of his attendants. The
Nawwab embarked on the 20th of December, while his cavalry escort was
ordered to make its way to Chinglepet and join Preston,
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